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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
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REPORT 


> HOR] 


[Te accompany H. R. 2355 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2355) for the relief of Nobuko Hiramoto, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment, and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the racial barrier to admission 
into the United States for the minor Japanese child of a citizen of the 
United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Hiroshima, Japan on July 20, 
1946. Her mother, a widow who was born in Hawaii, is a citizen of 
the United States. 

A letter dated September 18, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Acting 
Deputy Attorney General containing the pertinent facts in the ease, 
reads as follows: 

SEPTEMBER I8, 195! 
Hon. EMANUEL CeLLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 
House of Re presentatives, Washington, a... 

My Drak Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response ur request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill . R. 2355) for the relief of 
Nobuko Hiramoto, an alien. 

The bill would provide that the provisions of sections 4 (a) and 9 of the Immi 
gration Act of 1924, as amended, shall be held to be applicable to Nobuko Hira 
moto, the minor child of Tomoe Sera Hiramoto, an American citizen 





NOBUKO HIRAMOTO 


The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the child is a native and citizen of Japan, of the Japanese race, who 
was born at Hiroshima, Japan, on July 20, 1946. It appears that she is residing 
in Japan at the present time. Her father, Bunji Hiramoto, a native and citizen 
of Japan, and her mother, Tomoe Sera, who was born in Hawaii, and is a citizen 
of the United States, were married in Japan, on December 17, 1945. Mr. 
Hiramoto died on April 3, 1949. Mrs. Hiramoto, her father, Rokuichi Sera (now 
deceased), and her brother, Goro Sera, departed from Hawaii for Japan in 1940. 
Mrs. Hiramoto has not since returned to Hawaii. Goro Sera served in the 
armed forees of Japan during World War II, and is presently in Japan. Mrs. 
Hiramoto’s brothers, Ryuso and Shiro Sera, veterans of World War II, are 
presently attending school under the GI Bill of Rights. The alien’s grandmother, 
although born in Hawaii, lost her United States citizenship by marriage in Japan 
on January 23, 1911, to Rokuichi Sera, who was a native and citizen of that 
country. She returned to Hawaii in 1917 and is presently residing in that Terri- 
tory with another daughter. 

The alien, being of the Japanese race, is ineligible for naturalization under 
section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940, and thus inadmissible to the United 
States for permanent residence under section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 
1924. In the absence of general or special legislation she may not be admitted 
to the United States for permanent residence. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which the Department .of Justice prefers not to make any recom- 
mendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Wa. Amory UNDERHILL, 
Acting Deputy Attorney General. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2355) should be enacted. 
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